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As part of Saskatchewan
Co-operative Association’s ongoing series of
co-operative profiles,
we interviewed Anita
Rocamora, President of
the Artisans Craft Market
Co-operative and June
Jacobs, Coordinator and
Board Member of the
Artisans Craft Market
Co-operative.

Where is your co-operative located?
Our current address is Box 145, Meacham. This is as of 2009. Prior to that, we were
located in Saskatoon.
When was it established? By whom?
It was established in 1979 by a group of individual Saskatchewan artisans.
What is the Artisans Craft Market Co-operative?
Our mandate outlines who we are: The purpose of the co-operative is to facilitate
the marketing of quality crafts produced in Saskatchewan on a non-profit co-operative basis.
What community need does the Co-operative address?
We provide Saskatchewan artisans with the opportunity to sell and showcase their
work, as well as give the public an opportunity to view traditional and contemporary handmade objects. The co-operative, when possible, gives free admission to
students. We also provide an annual award to an outstanding work by a Saskatchewan craft person.
How many members does your co-operative have? How do they participate in the
Co-op?
There are 36 members. They participate in the annual market, serve on the board of
directors, on committees such as advertising and jurying, and vote on co-op matters
at the AGM.

Artisans Craft Market
Co-operative
Box 145
Meacham SK S0K 2V0
Email: info@artisansask.ca
www.artisansask.ca

What have the greatest successes of the Co-operative been?
We have succeeded in creating longevity, have gained the support and appreciation
of the community at large, and are recognized as a one-of-a-kind quality and innovative market of unique art objects. Our members have also experienced creative
and financial success.
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These successes have been achieved by sheer persistence, commitment from the
artisans to continually improve their skills, commitment from the co-op to always
present quality artwork to the buying public, and the members’ involvement.
The co-operative sponsors the Best in Craft Award at the Saskatchewan Craft
Council Dimensions Exhibition for an outstanding entry. Recipients receive a cash
award and public recognition of their excellent technical and aesthetic expertise.
What makes your co-operative unique?
It consists of artisans who are self employed and are committed to
their craft and to educating the public. This is shown at our annual
craft sale, which presents the work of co-op members and invited
juried artists, in a setting conducive to the appreciation of the
work.
What are some of the challenges the Artisans Craft Market Co-op
faces?
We face competition from commercial craft sales,
increasing facility and advertising costs, and an aging membership.
What do you envision for the Co-operative in the
next five years?
To continue to advocate for craft artisans through
innovative promotion and marketing of handmade
unique objects created locally. We want to inspire
and educate young artists and to ensure it is possible to make a living
as an artisan in a competitive global economy
How can people find out more about your co-operative?
Visit our website: www.artisansask.ca.
Tell us about yourselves and how you became involved with the co-op.
My name is Anita Rocamora, I am the president of the Artisans Craft
Market Co-operative. I am a ceramic artist, and I was
invited to join the co-op in 1981. I wanted to be part
. . . Successes have been achieved by
of the co-op because of its mandate, and because the
sheer persistence, commitment from the
members were professional, dedicated, and artists that I
artisans to continually improve their skills, respected.

“

commitment from the co-op to always present quality artwork to the buying public,
I am June Jacobs,
Coordinator and
and the member’s involvement .
Board Member of
the Artisans Craft
Market Co-operative. I am a fibre artist and Gallery owner and have been a member since 2007.
I became actively involved as the coordinator of
the annual market and then became a member.

”
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